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KIDS ACTIVITIES

Farmers recycle 
pig manure onto 

the fields 
as fertilizer. 

Recycling
Reuse
Reduce
Natural
Water
Respect
Caring
Planet
Manure
Green
Energy

Sustainability is about taking care of the planet that we live in. Can you 
figure out the puzzle below by adding the sustainable words to the 

blocks that they below. 

C
C

W

E S

G

T

P

N

M

In this Issue

Farmer Stories

Research
Products

Expert Advice

Bacon Bit

19 | Todd Wiley | Interstate Swine

Online Library
Read our previous issues at 
pipestone.com/pipestone-journal/

19 | Marketing
Todd Wiley | Interstate Swine
California Proposition 12 

08 |  Health
Animal Welfare
PORK Antibiotic Standards

11 | Management
Methane Digester
Production Efficiencies

30 | Business
Business Succession Planning

17 | Kids Activity

26 | Leader in Innovation | Buhl’s 
Ridgeview Farm

33
36

14 | Nutrition
Creating a Sustainable Pig All Starts in the Field
Cost of Feed Production

29 | Recipes

Features
06 | Sustainability Overview
22 | Gifts for Good
44 | Swine Snapshot Photo Contest

JOURNAL
Fall 2020

www.pipestone.com | 507.562.PIGS (7447)

45 | PIPESTONE brand update
46 | Connect with PIPESTONE

08 17

22 26

36 44



Welcome to the PIPESTONE Journal, the premier pork 
journal featuring and serving farmers just like you. The 

challenges and speed of business that independent farmers face 
today are different than the generations before them. By utilizing 
PIPESTONE’s world-renowned resources and expertise, we can 
work together to create the farms of tomorrow. 

At PIPESTONE, we are committed to providing you top-
notch, timely information and research in the areas of Health, 
Management, Nutrition, Marketing and Business. Please feel free to 
communicate with us, your input is appreciated. 

- Abby Hopp

Editor’s Note

5

For generations, pig farmers have been 
practicing sustainability for the benefit of 

their pigs, people, and the planet. Although the 
Covid-19 pandemic brought many challenges, 
we are encouraged by the continued innovation 
and success in sustainability. 

In this April issue of the PIPESTONE Journal, our team focused 
on content specifically geared toward sustainability. Whether that’s 
highlighting the importance of providing the best care for our 
animals (page 8), how to implement sustainable products (page 
15 or 33), tips on transitioning the operation (page 30), or new 
practices on preventing the spread of African Swine Fever into the 
United States, it is our mission to give you practical and tactical 
information. 

On behalf of the team at PIPESTONE, I wish you and your family 
the best this Spring. 
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Sustainability
People | Pigs | Planet

By: Molly Peterson
Sustainability Manager

Try entering a retail store, reading the headlines, or attending 
a seminar without finding the word “sustainable.”  The words 

‘green’, ‘sustainable’, and ‘eco-friendly’ have been so overused 
they are starting to lose their significance and meaning.  

Farmers have been practicing sustainability before it was hip 
and trendy.  Raising more with less and protecting your natural 

resources was key to passing the farm onto the next generation, 
and still is today.  So why all the sudden the big focus on the S 

word?

Most of the population today do not have a direct tie to 
agriculture; therefore, gaining consumer trust is more difficult than 
ever before.  Price and quality are now accompanied by corporate 
responsibility as part of the purchase decision.  Communicating to 
consumers through avenues like sustainability reports about our 

practices and goals help establish trust.

You can choose to view sustainability as a threat or an opportunity 
for your business.  At PIPESTONE, we view it as a great 

opportunity to differentiate Pork and the family farmers we work 
with.  We believe sustainability is a balance between economic, 

social and environmental factors – or as we say Pigs, People, and 
the Planet.  In this Journal, we will share some of our activities in 

each of these areas.

For more information about PIPESTONE’s sustainability initiatives, download our 2020 Sustainability 
Report at pipestone.com/sustainability.  We enter 2021 with a renewed energy to be the best pig 

farmers on the planet, for the planet.
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• How we are advancing 
animal welfare

• Our new PORK antibiotic 
stewardship platform

• A Prop 12 update
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• Transitioning 
generations on the farm

• Community 
involvement

• How can you reduce the 
carbon footprint of your farm 
through methane digesters 
and on-field practices

• Feed efficiencies

• Wet/dry feeders

Podcast 
Sustaining the Pig Farm of Tomorrow
By taking care of the land and natural resources, farmers 
have naturally practiced and cared about sustainability for 
generations. Today, sustainability is more important than 
ever, as it allows us to be transparent and authentic about 
what we are doing on-farm to consumers.

Dr. Spencer Wayne, Veterinarian at Pipestone Veterinary 
Services, and the host of SwineTime podcast visits with 
Molly Peterson, Marketing & Communications Director and 
Sustainability Manager at PIPESTONE about sustaining the 
pig farm of tomorrow.

PIPESTONE is working alongside farmers and industry 
experts to assist farmers in meeting their sustainability 
goals, while driving profit. In the podcast, listen in as Molly 
discusses the calculations of the carbon footprint pig, 
the importance of sustainability on-farm, how you can be 
“sustainable” while still economically viable, and more!

Don’t miss out on our monthly 
podcast, SwineTime! Available on 

www.pipestone.com, Spotify, Apple 
Podcasts, and more!  
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Health

PIPESTONE and the families we work with are committed to producing safe food, protecting our 
environment, and providing the best care for our animals.  Whether I am working with an individual family 
farmer or the team at PIPESTONE, when it comes to animal welfare we talk about incorporating the three 
T’s.  A good welfare program incorporates Training, Tools, and Tracking to strive for continuous improvement, 
promote outstanding animal husbandry and provide quality care for our animals.

Animal Welfare
Training | Tools | Tracking

By: Dr. Carissa Odland
Animal Welfare Director 
& Swine Veterinarian

Training

Tools

Tracking

Training new caretakers is critical for animal care.  PQA+ certification offers an opportunity 
for new caretakers on your farm to receive thorough training about biosecurity, animal 
husbandry, animal handling and more.  Additionally, nothing beats hands-on learning 
through mentorship of new caretakers – this should include telling, showing, and doing.

At PIPESTONE, a dedicated team of trainers rotate between farms to teach new caretakers 
including PQA+ and welfare related protocols. On-going training of our experienced 
caretakers includes monthly online training sessions related to various welfare topics 
followed up with in-person discussions. Topics include everything from animal handling to 
euthanasia, from timely treatments to animal husbandry skills.

Providing the right tools to treat and care for our animals is an essential component of any 
welfare program.  Examples of this include antibiotics and anti-inflammatory medications 
which are critical for treating animals if they are sick.  Work with your veterinarian and 
caretakers to ensure they are using the right drugs on the right animals at the right 
time.  Another example includes tools for euthanizing animals.  Despite our best efforts, 
sometimes animals do not respond to our treatments and they need to be euthanized to 
prevent suffering. We have and continue to work with experts in the industry to make sure 
we have the right tools to do this.

Tracking information is an important part of achieving continuous improvement and success.  
We talked about antibiotics being an important tool to treat pigs when sick.  The Pipestone 
Antibiotic Resistance Tracker (PART) platform allows producers and their veterinarians to take 
a deep dive into their antibiotic use and come up with the best plan to meet the health needs 
of their herd.  You can learn more about this program in Dr. Joel Nerem’s article on pg 10.  
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Health

Many producers are starting to 
implement video surveillance 
for security purposes. This also 
creates a learning opportunity.  
Cameras have been installed in 
approximately 15% of the sow 
farms managed by Pipestone 
Management, with the goal of 
installation in all sow farms in the 
next 3 years.  Cameras located in 
critical access and critical animal 
handling areas of the farm (for 
example, entryway into the farm 
and load out area) can be used for 
training purposes.  Our health tech 
audit team assists with reviewing 
cull load video footage from these 
farms to monitor animal handling 
techniques.  Feedback is then 
communicated to the farm teams 
to encourage continuation of good 
practices and strive for continuous 
improvement in areas not meeting 
our expectations.  We don’t want 
the cameras to be confused as 
“Big Brother” watching but instead 
it should be viewed as coach and 
teammates reviewing game tape to 
learn and improve.

Through our training, use of 
appropriate tools and tracking 
information, we continue to shape 
and develop a welfare program 
that provides sustainability for our 
farms into the future.  It will help us 
sustain the tools that we use to care 
for our animals.  And it will sustain 
the trust that consumers have in our 
caretakers and farms.
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Health

PIPESTONE provides veterinary services to pig farmers all 
over the world.  We recognize the growing global concern 
over Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and its impact on 
human and animal health. We share society’s concern of the 
potential impact of antibiotic use on AMR. 
 

PORK Antibiotic Standards

Dr. Joel Nerem
Chief Veterinary Officer

The result of better health and welfare

With the health and production tools available today, we can raise pigs with less antibiotics without 
compromising the health or welfare of the pigs. 

PIPESTONE’s commitment to Responsible Antibiotic Use and reduced AMR serves as the framework for our 
Pipestone Antibiotic Use Standards (PORK).

The PORK Standards will serve as a tool for producers and their veterinarians to define their current “Level” 
of antibiotic use and develop a plan to further antibiotic stewardship at the farm.  Our goal for the PORK 
Standards is to further demonstrate and communicate responsible antibiotic use, protect the efficacy 
of antibiotics for human and veterinary medicine, and create a potential value-added opportunity for 
participating producers.

Criteria: The PORK standards are built on the following priorities:

1. Veterinary oversight of all antibiotic use.
2. OWN approach.  Antibiotics should be used Only When Necessary. 
3. Focus on reducing the use of antibiotics that are critically important to human                   

             medicine as defined by the FDA.
4. Proper documentation.
5. Standardized methods for verification, goal tracking, and 3rd party validation. 

A producer certifies the production of hogs for PORK at one of three levels as set forth below These levels 
apply to all phases of swine production, including breeding, farrowing, nursery, and grow-finish operations.  

Reduced antibiotic use is the result of better health and animal well-being. We encourage you to utilize the 
services and expertise at Pipestone Veterinary Services to achieve this outcome. Through our surveillance tools 
and experience, we will develop a farm specific plan that will improve pig health, reduce the need for antibiotics, 
and result in more profit. 
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What is a methane digestor?

How do you use the energy?

What sites make good candidates for the project?

Methane digesters process manure and other organic waste and turn it into fertilizer and methane.  Today, 
swine manure is already used as a fertilizer, but it is uncommon to harvest the methane.  It is however, gaining 
strong interest from swine producers as an avenue to help lower greenhouse gas emissions.

When evaluating the carbon footprints at the sow farms 
managed by Pipestone Management, we found that manure 
accounts for roughly 30% of emissions.  So, if your goal is 
to reduce your overall carbon footprint, how do you do that 
with manure?  One method to gain traction in the industry is 
methane digesters.  Recently completing a feasibility study, we 
are excited to share with you what we have learned. 

Methane Digester
By: Marty Rost
Environmental Specialist 

Manure      Methane

Methane produced at the farm, could be used to run generators or heat buildings.  It could also be injected 
into interstate pipelines and delivered to urban areas as a clean fuel.  In today’s world, large companies 
look to buy clean biogas and offset the amount of greenhouse gasses they emit due to mandated pollution 
standards they are required to follow.  The mandates create a market for clean fuel, that is more beneficial to 
harvest and sell, rather than to harvest and consume. 
 
PIPESTONE recently completed a feasibility study with a third-party geared toward harvesting methane from 
its swine production facilities.  The thought was to first see what the methane production would be from a few 
different sites, with the possibility of extending it to other sow farms managed by Pipestone Management.  
The company’s initial proposal was to build, own, operate and maintain digesters at select sites.  Then pipe 
or haul the clean methane to a centrally located injection site near an interstate pipeline. The methane would 
travel through interstate pipelines to large metro areas hungry for green energy.  In turn, carbon credits would 
be generated and sold to large companies looking to offset their greenhouse gas emissions. These credits 
could also be shared with PIPESTONE to help in its quest to reduce carbon.  

Because manure storage can greatly impact methane emissions, we completed the study on both a lagoon 
and deep pit site.  Below were our main findings:

1. The study showed a methane digester could capture four times more methane off of a lagoon site 
compared to a deep pit.

a. Deep pit: 500 lbs of CO2 avoided per animal
b. Lagoon: 2,000 lbs of CO2 avoided per animal

2. Because avoided emissions are so low on a deep pit site, the project would not show a great enough 
return for the third-party investors to participate.

3. A lagoon site project could be financially viable if there were enough sows in close proximity.  As most 
of Pipestone Management sites are deep pits, this would not work for our production model.

The study further validated our practice of building new sow farms with deep pits as they have an overall 
lower carbon footprint compared to lagoon sites.

With current technology and carbon credit markets, a methane digester would not be economically viable 
for the family farmer owners of PIPESTONE Managed sow farms.  We are hopeful that new technologies or 
economic models may make this a viable option in the future, and will continue to search for carbon reduction 
strategies that balance the needs of the Planet and economic viability of the farmer.
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Management

This year we have implemented several production efficiencies to focus our efforts on sustainable farming. 
Three production efficiencies to remain sustainable on farm include water usage, energy consumption, and 
reducing waste. As an outcome of COVID-19, we re-evaluated many of our production Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOP’s) and determined ways to reduce cost at the sow farm, while maintaining performance. 
Through a combination of research and observation on farms, here are the big 3 from 2020:

Production Efficiencies
Water Usage | Energy Consumption | Reducing Waste

By: Kiah Gourley, PhD
Nutritionist and Sow 
Technical Service

Increase energy efficiency: heat mats

Decrease water use

Our new farms and several renovated farms have installed the Innovative 
Heating Technologies Hog Hearth heat mat. “Our clients are finding an energy 
savings of $0.40/weaned pig in crates using the Hog Hearth heat mat when 
compared to using a crate with heat lamps and rubber mats,” says Chris Grant,  
President IHT. “All pieces of the mat are 100% recyclable, should the mat ever 
become damaged and need to be disposed”. In addition to large energy 
savings, we have seen reduced labor and water needed to power wash the heat 
mats, and a greater area of heated floor space for the piglets to lay on. All of 
these benefits have been observed, with no change to sow or pig performance, 
indicating increased energy efficiency in our farms. 

You can’t improve what you don’t 
measure. Over the past year we have 
placed emphasis on collecting weekly 
water usage (gallons/sow/day) across 
our managed sow farms. As seen in the 
graph to the left, water usage increases 
during the summer months and stays 
relatively flat during the remainder 
of the year. We are now looking at 
opportunities in daily practices at the 
farm to reduce excess water usage, and 
do our part to improve sustainability 
on our farms. As mentioned above, we 
have found the heat mat material was 
easier to clean than the previously used 
rubber mats, which helped to reduce 
water. 

 To learn more about heat mats, visit page 40 or call 507.562.PIGS (7447). 
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Water Usage | Energy Consumption | Reducing Waste

Reducing our impact on the landfill: Heat lamp bulbs
Everyone knows how easy it is for a heat lamp bulb to shatter, whether 
it is from a piglet jumping up or a worker accidentally knocking the 
lamp. Changing heat lamp bulbs takes time, money, and contributes 
to waste produced by the farm over the year. Recently, PIPESTONE 
has adopted the use of infrared heat lamp bulbs. The infrared bulbs 
are both more durable, (you can knock the lamp on the side of the 
crate and it won’t break), and do not burn out as quickly. We measured 
bulb usage at a sow farm managed by Pipestone Management 
before and after converting the infrared bulbs and found almost a 5x 
decrease in bulb usage. This simple change has allowed the farm to 
save money on lamps, time changing bulbs and allowing staff to  
spend more time attending litters.
     

What are production efficiencies can you implement on your farm, or would like to see us evaluate at 
Pipestone Management? Together we can help farmers today create the sustainable farms of tomorrow. 

 To learn more about or to order Infra-red Bulbs, visit page 40 or call 507.562.PIGS (7447). 

Night Time Hours:

After trialling at a couple of farms to ensure no negative impact on 
pig health or behavior, we increased our “night time” hours from 8 
hours a night to 12 hours.  This protocol change along with others 
allowed us to see a 11.7% decrease in energy use in 2020 overall 
in sow farms managed by Pipestone Management.     

8 12 Hours
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Nutrition

Creating a Sustainable Pig
All starts in the field...By: Roger Cochrane, PhD

Feed Mill Director

Strategies
Two of the major contributors to the CO2e of pigs are 
soil nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and carbon dioxide (CO2). 
Both are major contributors to the overall carbon 
footprint for the farm and pig. Many pig farmers today 
are using manure (organic fertilizer) to replace synthetic 
fertilizers. By replacing synthetic fertilizers with 50% 
manure and utilizing a nitrogen application rate of 132 
lbs N/acre, a reduction of up to 66% CO2e has been 
modeled for a field compared to a typical rate of 200 
lbs N/acre with no manure in Southwest Minnesota.1 
An option is also available for those who do not have 
access to manure in which a reduction of synthetic 
fertilizer from 200 to 132 lbs N/acre reduced the CO2e 
of the field by 46%.1 

A second step that can be taken is the use of carbon 
considerate tillage practices. Conventional tillage 
creates the most soil disturbance followed by reduced 
and no-till. In general, the less soil disturbance that 
occurs, the lower and better the CO2e for the field. For 
instance, moving from a conventional to reduced tillage 
or no till practice can reduce CO2e by 37% and greater 
than 100%, respectively. 1 

A third step is the incorporation of cover crops into the 
crop rotation. This strategy can also help improve the 
soil health by preventing erosion, suppressing weeds, 
and increasing nutrient management. Cover crops 
help to hold soil in place during the vulnerable time 
of year and hold key nutrients in the soil. Improving 
the soil quality can benefit crop yields, resulting in a 
more sustainable field.  Utilizing cover crops correctly 
can reduce N needed for the following crop year, thus 
reducing the CO2e.

The pork industry is a buzz with carbon reduction 
goals and even carbon neutrality.  Two questions 
often asked are what is a carbon neutral pig and 
what can farmers do? A carbon neutral pig has 
net zero carbon dioxide emission equivalents 
(CO2e) into the atmosphere during its lifetime. 
CO2e is a term used to express the impact of 
multiple greenhouses gases in a common unit of 
CO2 which would give a single value for global 
warming potential. The lower the CO2e the more 
sustainable an operation has become. 

In a pig’s lifetime, 88% of the CO2e is represented 
by feed and manure. When looking further into 
what causes these numbers to be the driving 
factors for CO2e it boils down to crops, the 
associated tillage, and manure management 
practices. A pig consumes roughly 540 lbs. of 
corn, 100 lbs. of DDG, and 40 lbs. of SBM. This 
makes up 96% of their overall feed consumption. 
Because of the large percentage associated with 
the three ingredients, it is worthwhile to look 
further into crop management practices that can 
help to reduce CO2e of the crops thus lowering 
the footprint for feed and manure.  Below are 
strategies that farmers may be doing today from 
a management standpoint that serve as CO2e 
reduction strategies. 
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Achieving ideal sow body condition plays an 
important role during many stages of a sow’s 
reproductive cycle including embryo survival, 
sow milk production, piglet weaning weight 
and wean to first service interval. 

Historically, we would evaluate sow body 
condition with our eyes and handling of the 
sows, which would create a lot of variation 
since everyone has a slightly different opinion 
of “ideal” condition. 

We recently implemented the use of the 
sow caliper. This tool provides an objective 
measurement on sow body condition. 
Anyone can be trained to use the caliper 
and identify if a sow is thin, ideal or fat, then 
adjust the feed box accordingly. This tool 
has allowed us to reduce the variation in sow 
body condition and feed usage across sow 
farms managed by Pipestone Management. 
On average, sow feed intake decreased by 
0.1 lb/day.

All starts in the field...

Strategies Carbon Sink
Combining each of the practices listed 
before in a field can lead to what is known 
as a carbon sink. A carbon sink is when a 
field can hold carbon in the soil that would 
otherwise be emitted into the atmosphere.1 
Reducing tillage practices, and adding crop 
rotations and cover crops will hold carbon in 
the soil that would otherwise be emitted. For 
example, if a field moves from conventional 
till with synthetic fertilizer to reduced tillage 
with 50% manure, an 86% reduction in CO2e 
per field could be achieved thus lowering the 
carbon footprint. 1 To reduce the footprint 
even further, no-till can be incorporated with 
manure and cover crops to achieve over a 
100% reduction meaning a carbon sink was 
created for the field. The reason the sink is 
important to the field is that it would give a 
net zero or negative land emission factor for 
corn and soybeans harvested from the land. 
This in turn would be factored into the corn 
and SBM that is processed and used to feed 
the pigs.  

In some cases, farmers are doing one or all 
the above practices in their fields today. I 
hope this sheds light on the sustainability 
side of the equation for those already using 
these strategies. For those not currently using 
one of these practices, I hope this helps you 
to think about adoption of sustainable efforts 
on your farm. 
1 Sheehan, J.J., et al., 2014. Scenarios for low carbon corn 
production. https://webdoc.agsci.colostate.edu/soilcrop/
lowcarboncorn/cornfull.pdf

Ideal Body Conditions
By: Kiah Gourley, PhD
Nutritionist
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There are three drivers influencing cost of production today; facilities, weaned pigs and feed, with feed cost 
accounting for over 60% of the total cost of production. In the last 90 days, we have seen feed cost per pig 
increase >$20/pig. Now more than ever, producers should be focused on improving feed efficiency as a tool 
to reduce feed cost/pig. Feed efficiency is typically measured by feed consumed per unit of gain and has a 
major effect on producers’ profitability with its strong association with feed costs. There are many factors that 
can affect feed efficiency, a few of those include feed quality, barn management, diet formulation and health.

Cost of Feed Production
By: Emily Scholtz
Research Coordinator, 
Pipestone Nutrition

Feed Quality
Particle size reduction has a big impact on feed 
efficiency. Reduction in particle size of feed 
ingredients, corn in particular, increases the surface 
area of the grain and improves digestibility. Typically 
feed efficiency improves by 1% for every 100 micron 
reduction in particle size. However, too fine of a 
grind can increase feed processing cost, and reduce 
feed flow-ability which can cause out-of-feed events 
and an increased chance of gastric ulcers. 

Feed Adjustment
One important on-farm factor that can be controlled 
by producers is feeder adjustment. Feed wastage 
has a large impact on feed cost and feed efficiency. 
It’s recommended to have 60% pan coverage in the 
nursery and 40% pan coverage in the finisher, without 
feed accumulating in the corners. 

On the left is a proper feed adjustment and on the 
right is an improperly adjusted feeder.

Diet Formulation
In years where corn and soybean prices are high, 
feed cost is amplified. Typically feeding other feed 
by-products (DDGs, corn germ, soybean hulls, or 
bakery) can help mitigate feed cost. However, these 
alternative feedstuffs are generally lower in energy 
which is associated with poorer feed efficiency. 
Increasing dietary energy (fat) can improve feed 
efficiency, however it is associated with increased 

feed cost. Margin over feed cost (MOFC) is best 
to evaluate when considering diet changes as it 
provides a more complete picture on overall profit.

Advances in genetic selection make it important to 
continue to evaluate amino acid ratios to maximize 
lean growth and improve feed cost. Diets deficient 
in lysine, the first-limiting amino acid, can have a 
negative impact on feed efficiency. Recent trials 
completed within PIPESTONE’s commercial research 
facility have found that in 100-180lb growing pigs 
feed efficiency was 2% to 5% worse when feeding 
diets deficient in Lysine (graph below).

Pig health has a big impact on almost all aspects 
of swine productivity and is an important factor 
affecting feed conversion outside of nutritional 
influence. Disease challenged pigs are not able 
to utilize nutrients for growth, but instead allocate 
energy to fight disease. In general, for every 1% 
increase in mortality, feed efficiency will be reduced 
by 0.5% to 0.8%.

There are many factors that affect feed efficiency 
in production systems. These strategies to improve 
feed efficiency should always be evaluated against 
the ability to execute, and the effects on production 
system profitability.  Understanding these impacts 
will help guide producers in decision making. 

Health
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Caring
Planet
Manure
Green
Energy

Sustainability is about taking care of the planet that we live in. Can you 
figure out the puzzle below by adding the sustainable words to the 

blocks that they below. 

C
C

W
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G
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N

M
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Health

Sustainability is taking care of the planet that we live in. Can you figure out 
the puzzle below by adding the sustainable words into the blocks below? 



KIDS ACTIVITIES Pork & CraftsPork & Crafts

MAKE YOUR OWN 
RECYCLED PIG
Turn our old plastic bottles into a flower pot or a piggy bank!

SUPPLIES:

Empty Pop Bottle 

*Scissors 
or X-Acto Knife 

*Ask adult for help 

Crayons, Markers
or Paint

*Hot Glue Gun 

Things from your 
recycling bin 

Pig Piggy Bank
1. With the help of an adult, take the soda bottle and cut a small slit on the 

side of the bottle
2. Paint the bottle however you would like.
3. Once the paint is dry, take items from your reycling bin to be used as the 

legs and glue them on the side of the bottle. 
4. Decorate your pig by adding a face, ears and a tail. 

 

Pig Flower Pot
1. With the help of an adult, take 

the soda bottle and cut it in half. 
Make sure to save two triangles 
for the ears

2. Paint the bottle however you 
would like. 

3. Once the paint is dry, put a face 
on your pig and fill with soil and 
a flower of your choice.
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I returned to the family farm in 1993 and became 
a partner alongside my dad in 1998. My wife, 
Denise, and I took over the pig portion of the 
business in 2013. Today, we raise 2,000 sows and 
finish roughly 46,000 farrow-to-finish market hogs 
each year. We farm near Walker, Iowa. 

www.pipestone.comPIPESTONE JOURNAL
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“We are a team and we work together for the good of our customers.” 

Big Stone Marketing team member, Angie DeGroot, has served as the Logistics Coordinator for three years. But 
it did not start there. DeGroot started with the PIPESTONE team 24 years ago and has worked with customer 

Angie DeGroot, Logistics Coordinator
Meet the Big Stone Team...

Todd Wiley | Interstate Swine LLC

service and the Boar Stud (PAB) prior to 
starting with the Big Stone Marketing 
team. She graduated from South 
Dakota State University with a degree 
in Ag Journalism. DeGroot and her 
husband, Mik, live near Edgerton, 
Minn. on a cattle farm. Alongside her 
husband and three children, Shayna 
(22), Tucker (20) and Tyler (17), the 
DeGroot family is active in building a 
show cattle herd and attend local and 
national shows throughout the year. 

Tell me about your pig farm: 

AQ
&

How do you work to remain sustainable? 
Since the beginning, our focus was on measuring 
metrics. We utilize data to measure efficiencies 
and make accurate decisions in hopes to 
maintain production and profitability now and in 
the future. Herd health is the biggest challenge 
as a pig farmer. There is a decreased profitability 
based on how healthy pigs are. If we can keep 
objective measurements and make changes and 
update accordingly, we can maximize the health 
of the herd up front. In addition to herd health, 
we utilize manure as a natural fertilizer and 
maximize the environment by mowing headlands 
for cattle hay. The asset of manure, coupled 
with grass waterways and headlands, allows 
us to utilize the land and sustain it for future 
generations.” 

What are your future aspirations for your farm?  
As a father of four children, I hope the future 
is bright enough that my kids can be the next 
generation of Interstate Swine LLC. 

We started working with Big Stone Marketing 
almost 10 years ago. Big Stone has the capacity to 
bring people together and negotiate agreements. 
This is an excellent opportunity for independent 
producers like me who do not normally have that 
power. The Big Stone Marketing team works to 
provide me the service I need to be successful in 
my operation. 

What is your experience with Big Stone Marketing? 
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California’s Proposition 12 (“Prop 12”) is a ballot measure approved by California voters on Nov. 6, 2018.  
Prop 12 amended the California Health and Safety Code to require specific minimum housing standards in 
animal confinement systems.  Prop 12 passed with 62.66% of the vote.  As a result of Prop 12, the California 
Health and Safety Code now requires the following minimum requirements as it pertains to raising pigs if you 
intend to raise and/or sell your pork in California:

Requirements
Pigs must be able to:

• Lay down;
• Stand up;
• Fully extend Limbs; and
• Turn around freely.

After December 31, 2021, a breeding pig must be given at least 24 square feet of usable 
floorspace per pig.  A Breeding Pig is defined as a female that is:

• 6 months old; OR
• Pregnant.

Exceptions 
The following circumstances are limited exceptions to the minimum requirements listed 
above:

• Medical Research
• Veterinary Purposes
• Transportation
• Slaughter
• Breeding Pig about to give birth (time in the farrowing barn)

• 5 days prior to a breeding pig’s expected date of giving birth, and
• Any day the breeding pig is nursing piglets.

• Animal husbandry purposes 
• No more than 6 hours in a 24-hour period, and 
• Not to exceed more than 24 hours in a 30-day period.

The Regulations that implement the Prop 12 requirements have not been finalized.  Draft Articles of 
Regulation have been published for informal comment.

California’s Proposition 12
“Prop 12”
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Much of the industry is now talking about “Prop 12.”  The previous page 
provides a great legal description of California’s Proposition 12 and requirements 
to be compliant.  

Although Prop 12 has only been approved in California, there is similar language 
in Massachusetts, and other states including Oregon, Washington, and Colorado 
are looking at similar initiatives.  Regardless of many producers having strong 
opinions on this topic, including myself, the trend is likely here to stay.  So, lets 
talk about “opportunities” that will arise out of the passing of Prop 12.  

California consumes approximately 15% of all of the pork we produce in the 
United States.  As California is a large customer, we can’t afford to lose. That 
means we need 15% of the U.S. sow herd (@900,000 sows) to be Prop 12 
compliant, and soon.  That’s a big number and it will be expensive to comply.  

The burden of Prop 12 compliance falls on the retailers, but you can be sure 
they will put the burden squarely back on the shoulders of the packers and 
producers to make sure they are receiving Prop 12 compliant pork into their 
stores.  Conversations have begun between packers and producers to see who 
has interest in having farrow to finish systems that meet Prop 12 requirements 
and can supply them with market hogs. Those discussions include what it will 
cost to build/convert to Prop 12 production and what kind of incentive payment 
will be available to producers. I believe farms that choose to participate will be 
required to have regular third-party audits to confirm they are following all Prop 
12 requirements. 

To summarize, the packers understand the situation at hand and will need to work 
quickly to provide that supply to meet Prop 12 requirements and that means they 
will have to pay more for compliant hogs.  Retail and grocery stores also realize 
Prop 12 compliance will come with an increase cost.  

My advice to producers is that if you have an interest participate early as early 
adopters usually get rewarded for their efforts.  

By: Brian Stevens, 
Big Stone Marketing 
President

Prop 12’s Impact on the Pork Industry

How does Prop 12 impact the pork industry and independent 
pork producers?

How do producers re-cooperate the cost and have an opportunity 
to add profit for their efforts?

Big Stone Team

Brian Stevens
President

Christine Colemer
Western Regional Manager

Chris McCulloh
Eastern Regional Manager
 
Tara Wheeler
Logistics Coordinaor

Bo Summerfield
Logistics Coordinator

Ashley Jasper
Accountant

Tracie Skyberg
Data Management

California’s Proposition 12 was approved by the voters, but has not been 
finalized. As the final rule is not written, there will most likely be a delay. 

According to National Pork Producers Council, “The National Pork Producers 
Council (NPPC), jointly with the American Farm Bureau Federation, is suing 
the state of California, challenging Proposition 12 as invalid under the 
Commerce Clause of the U.S. Constitution.”  The case is pending.
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Gifts for 
Good

One of the core values we live by at PIPESTONE is Caring.  We demonstrate that value by 
caring for our team members, animals, and communities.  Our charitable efforts aim to make 
a difference in the lives of our local and global communities.  Domestically, we donate to 
the Children’s Home Society, Atlas, The Banquet in Sioux Falls, local animal shelters, local 
backpack programs, food shelters, local emergency services, children organization/club, and 
4-H FFA programs.  

Similar to our local programs, our international efforts focused on helping Kids and Hunger.  
In 2020, we launched a campaign called Gifts for Good where we identified 5 different 
projects in 4 countries aimed at helping just that.  Gifts for Good gave PIPESTONE team 
members the opportunity to make a donation and have it matched by PIPESTONE.  The 
goal was to raise $200,000 in 30 days and fund all 5 projects.  The response we got was 
overwhelming.  With $100,000 donated from the PIPESTONE team and a $100,000 match 
from PIPESTONE, we were able to fully fund all the projects.  The following pages explain 
each project in more detail. 
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Adams Thermal Foundation operates two schools for at-risk children, grades K-12. The schools also 
administer “Self-Help” programs so that women and mothers of students can learn business and job skills. 

Gifts for Good Project: Build a new dining hall to serve as a large group meeting area and communal 
space for other activities. Build a self-help chicken/egg training facility to help generate income, learn 
business skills, and provide protein for the meal program at school.

Adams Thermal Foundation

Location: Ethiopia, Africa

“There are about 1,200 
students over there right 

now. From hunger, starvation 
and education in general, we 
can’t express the need over 

there.”

- Dr. Jay Bobb, PIPESTONE

IET focuses on rescuing children at risk, taking care of orphans, eradicating illiteracy in villages, physical 
healing through medical cares, disaster relief work, educating the poor, and much more. 

Gifts for Good Project: Build a new adult literacy building where adults and children can gather for literacy 
classes and worship. The other project is digging clean water wells for the clean water initiative, helping to 
lower the risk of disease transmission and burden on women and girls to fetch the water. Most villagers use 
ponds or streams to wash, bath, and use for cooking and drinking.

India Evangelical Team

Location: New Delhi, India

“It is believed that India alone has more than 287 million illiterate adults, the 
highest in the world. 1 out of 3 illiterate women in the world, live in India.”

- Aby Kallimel, India Evangelical Team
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Tapestries of Life has been a constant presence in many Border communities–feeding, educating, and 
rescuing children to the glory of God. Today, they are close to finishing what will be the most effective tool 
in setting a child’s future on a new course. This orphanage will be able to house over 200 children making it 
the largest in Latin America once it is finished being built. 

Gifts for Good Project: PIPESTONE has identified to help provide nutrient filled food to over 300 local 
families and funded part of the elevator in the House of Gems orphanage for the handicap girls to get to 
their floor and living quarters. 

Tapestries of Life

Location: Guadalupe, Mexico

“When the governor came to visit, 
he informed me that we have 
approximately 6,000 homeless 
children today that are waiting 
to be placed. Thank you family 

[PIPESTONE], I love your heart, I 
love your desire to sacrifice and help 
other people around the world, not 

just the  United States.”  

- Steve Brewer, Tapestries of Life

New Roots Haiti is dedicated to empowering parents to care for the needs of their families through education, 
employment, and nutrition assistance. Its mission is to use agriculture as a tool to invest in others lives. They 
have a feed mill (supplied by PIPESTONE in 2019) that is used to feed the chickens and pigs along with a butch-
er shop where they distribute their product. 

Gifts for Good Project: Upgrade the brooder house to a better design that holds around 3,000 chicks and 
chickens. The other project is to help build a community center that will be used for children in after school pro-
grams. 

New Roots Haiti

Location: Haiti
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Children of the Promise strives to help every Haitian child 
to have a healthy Christian home and family. Their family 
strengthening programs work towards keeping Haitian fam-
ilies together and to build strong future families through the 
investment in Haiti’s youth. 

Gifts for Good Project: Help the nutrition program at the 
school by providing a breakfast and lunch for the school 
year at the Lagossette Christian School. For some students, 
these meals are a bulk of what they will eat each day. 

Children of the Promise

Location: Haiti

“Education is so important; we are in an area where poverty is really high. For a lot of our 
students, the meal that they receive at school is their primary nutrition for the day. ”

-Jamie Groen, Children of the Promise

Gifts for Good

Learn more: https://atf.reachapp.co/

India Evangelical Team

Learn more: https://ietmissions.org/

Tapestries of Life

Learn more: https://www.tapestriesoflife.com/

New Roots Haiti 

Learn more: http://www.newrootshaiti.org/

Children of the Promise 

Learn more: https://childrenofthepromise.org/

Learn More:

By: Alicia Mogler, Communications Coordinator
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“Utilizing the corn they grow 
in their on-farm feed mill, 
monitoring and reducing 
antibiotic usage and educating 
their communities on swine 
production practices, Buhl’s 
Ridgeview Farms is at the 
forefront of sustainability,” said 
Emily Scholtz, PIPESTONE 
Nutritionist. 

Purchasing their first sows in 
1976, Don and Susan Buhl 
operate Buhl’s Ridgeview Farm 
of Tyler, Minnesota. Since the 
beginning, the couple has 
continued to grow and improve 
their operation. Today, Don and 
Susan Buhl, along with owners, 
Kary Wichmann and Josh Wieme, 
operate a successful farrow-to-
finish operation, marketing nearly 
55,000 hogs per year. 

“Buhl’s Ridgeview Farms works 
diligently to control input costs 
and volumes,” said Dr. Joseph 
Yaros, PIPESTONE Veterinarian. 

Buhl’s Ridgeview Farm
A Leader in Sustainability

“They challenge themselves 
continually to minimize expenses 
and improve feed conversions 
to be as sustainable as possible. 
With two of their sites having 
solar panels, they are well in line 
with a focus on sustainability.'

The following are a few examples 
of why Buhl’s Ridgeview Farm is 
a key player in sustaining the pig 
farm of tomorrow:

“I have always liked pigs,” Don 
said. “I got my first pig when I 
was 12. It was my FFA project 
that put me through college. 
When I came back to the farm, all 
I wanted to do was raise pigs and 
do it the best way possible.” 

Don started with a few sows 
in the yard in 1976 and has 
continued to grow ever since. 
“It is amazing how efficient a pig 
is and how fast they grow,” Don 

Growth

said. “We have taken the amount 
of feed, water and land to raise 
a hog and reduced it greatly 
over the years. It is a tremendous 
accomplishment that the industry 
has been making sustainability 
improvements for 30-40 years 
already.” 

Austin Wichmann, farm 
employee since 2018, agreed. 

“I enjoy watching the pig come 
in at 15 lbs and watch it go out 
the door at 290,” Austin said. 
“It is not only rewarding to 
know you raised that animal, but 
have the opportunity to look at 
records to know how you did 
with that group and how you can 
improve moving forward.” 

“It is rewarding and gratifying to 
look back at the operation you 
have grown,” Don said. “It is fun 
now to share this opportunity 
with some younger people. I 
hope the guys can have a good 
opportunity here and make the 
farm even better.” 

above Buhl’s Ridgeview Farm crew. (from left): Kary Wichmann, Don Buhl, 
Josh Wieme, and Austin Wichmann. 

Since farming his entire life, 
Don has decided to transition 
the farm to his employees in 
hopes they carry on a successful 
operation. 

“Don treats me like a son of his,” 
Josh said. “Don and Kary hired 
me when I was in high school and 
gave me an opportunity to grow, 

Generational Transition

By: Abby Hopp, Marketing Coordinator



www.pipestone.comPIPESTONE JOURNAL 27

Our Customers
building my own barn a few years 
ago. Without Don’s support, it 
would not have been possible.” 

Nutritionist, Emily Scholtz 
notes, “I think the dynamics 
within the Buhl’s Ridgeview 
crew makes them unique. Each 
person focuses in a different 
area, but works together to help 
the operation be successful 
and continue for the next 
generation.” 

“My advice to you is to start 
transitioning now,” Don said. “It 
takes a long time to find the right 
people and make the transfer. I 
have spent 30 years building this 
operation, but I know it will take 
10 or more years to transition it. 
If you want to call the sales barn, 
that is easy. But if you want to 
continue, it is more complicated.

above Austin Wichmann (left) visits with his father, Kary (right). 
below Solar panels were added to the farm in 2014. 

To learn more about 
succession planning, visit page 
30 for Pipestone Business’ 
Vice President, Jim Marzolf’s 
advice. 

Responsible Antibiotic Use
“We are using less antibiotics on 
our operation than is typical for 
our peers,” Don said. “We use 
it when necessary, but we don’t 
when it is not. If you do a good 
job at keeping your barns at 
the right temperature and keep 
your pigs healthy, you decrease 
antibiotic use and remain more 
sustainable.” 

How you arrange things can 
create a large opportunity for 
others in the future.”  

“Sustainability means maintaining a standard that 
sets yourself up for success in continuation,” 

Austin Wichmann
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left Josh Wieme is the Nursery Manager.         right Buhl’s Ridgeview Farm is located in Tyler, Minnesota. 

Utilizing Manure

Solar Panels
Roughly 5 years ago, Buhl’s 
added a solar garden to produce 
electricity from sunlight. The 
garden is part of the grid, 
producing electricity for the farm 
and for others. 

“Right now, our solar garden 
produces more electricity than we 
need for ourselves,” Don said. 
“As we are a part of the grid, we 
still have electricity at night when 
there is no sun, but during the 
day when we have more than we 
need, we are able to sell it.” 

The solar garden is a renewable 
source of energy, providing the 
farm with all electricity necessary 
for their operation. 

“There are no emissions from this 
solar garden,” Don said. “As we 
are using sunlight and not carbon 
to produce this electricity, we are 
supporting the environment.” 

The on-farm shop is also heated 
by a geothermal system, no 
propane is used for heating. 

“Sustainability means maintaining 
a standard that sets yourself up for 
success in continuation,” Austin 
Wichmann said. “Moving forward, 
I need to have the same mentality. 
Set the bar and continue to get 
better every day.”

Hauling their own manure with an 
applicator, Buhl’s are taking the 
nutrients from their hogs, back to 
the corn they use to feed them.

“When I started farming, we 
had pigs on cement,” Don said. 
“When it rained hard, we didn’t 
have to clean the lots. The 
manure went somewhere, but it 
was not necessarily where it was 
supposed to go. All our manure 
today is contained until we put it 
on crop ground.” 

“We take manure tests to see 
what nutrients are available,” 
Josh said. “We apply the manure 
nutrients results to the results 
of soil samples. This allows us 
to apply the right amount of 
nutrients required by our crops.” 

Kary is also cautious of the 
farms antibiotic use and feels 
that through learning when to 
use antibiotics and which ones 
to use, the farm has greatly 
decreased their antibiotic usage 
on farm.

To learn more about how you 
can reduce your antibiotic 
usage, visit page 10 for Dr. 
Joel Nerem, PIPESTONE Chief 
Veterinary Officer’s comments. 

“Working with PIPESTONE has 
allowed us to associate with 
like-minded people who want to 
get better both individually and 
together,” Don said. 

Don and Susan were initial 
shareholders in Hiawatha, a sow 
farm managed by Pipestone 
Management. Today, they 
work alongside PIPESTONE 
through marketing with Big 
Stone Marketing, utilizing record 
keeping services to benchmark 
themselves amongst other 
producers, purchasing products 
through Pipestone Veterinary 
Services, buying products and 
consulting services through 
Pipestone Nutrition, working 
alongside a Veterinarian through 
PigVet, and as a shareholder in 
multiple sow farms managed by 
Pipestone Management. 

“As our operation continued 
to grow, PIPESTONE grew 
alongside us,” Don said. 
“Every time we look into new 
opportunities, PIPESTONE helps 
us. This beneficial relationship 
has made us better, and when 
your operation is better, your 
farm is more sustainable.”  

To learn more about how 
organic fertilizer plays a role 
in the carbon footprint of a 
pig, visit page 14 for Roger 
Cochrane, Feed Mill Director’s 
comments. 



RECIPES:
Grilled Pork Chops with Basil-Garlic Rub
4 bone-in ribeye pork chops (rib, 3/4-inch thick)
2 cloves garlic (peeled)
1 cup fresh basil (packed)
2 tablespoons lemon juice (fresh)
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 teaspoon coarse salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

Put garlic through feed tube of food processor to mince. Stop machine, add fresh 
basil, and process until chopped. Add lemon juice, oil, salt, and pepper and 
process to make thin wet rub. Spread both sides of pork chops with basil mixture. Let 
stand 15 to 30 minutes.
Prepare a medium-hot fire in grill. Brush the grate clean and oil the grate. Grill chops, 
over direct heat, turning once, to medium rare doneness, 5 to 6 minutes per side, or 
until the internal temperature reaches 145 degrees Fahrenheit, followed by a 
3-minute rest time.

Chili Rub Slow Cooker Pulled Pork
3 pound boneless shoulder
2 tablespoons chili powder
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 tablespoon canola oil or other neutral-flavored oil
1/2 cup chicken broth

Line a 9- by 13-inch baking pan with foil and place the pork in the pan. In a small 
bowl, combine the chili powder, salt, and cayenne. Rub the 
mixture over all sides of the meat, pressing it to adhere (if the meat is tied 
together with twine or netting, just rub the seasoning right over it). Set aside.In a 
large skillet over medium-high heat, warm the oil. Add the pork and brown on all 
sides, 6 to 8 minutes. Transfer the meat to a slow cooker.Add the broth to the skillet, 
scraping up any browned bits. Add the broth to the slow cooker, cover, and cook 
until the pork is very tender, 6 to 8 hours on low or 4 to 5 hours on high.Transfer the 
meat to a cutting board and let rest 10 to 15 minutes. Use two forks to shred meat 
into bite-sized pieces. Moisten/season with cooking juices to taste.

Carolina County Style Ribs
2 pounds boneless country style pork ribs
2 cups apple cider vinegar
1 cup water (cold)
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 tablespoons molasses
2 tablespoons molasses
1/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1 tablespoon kosher salt
1 1/2 teaspoons crushed red pepper
1/2 teaspoon cayenne

Place ribs in a large bowl or resealable plastic bag, set aside. In 4-cup glass measure, stir together 
vinegar, water, oil, molasses, salt, red pepper flakes and cayenne pepper until salt is dissolved. Remove 1/2 cup 
marinade; set aside. Add remaining marinade to ribs; seal bag and marinate for 4 - 6 hours in the refrigerator. 
Remove ribs from marinade; discard marinade.
Prepare medium-hot fire; grill ribs over indirect heat for 50 to 60 minutes or until pork is tender and the inter-
nal temperature reaches 160º F. Baste ribs twice with reserved sauce mixture during last 15 minutes of grilling.

Check out cookpork.com or the recipe tab on 
pipestone.com for more pork recipes. 29
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Line a 9- by 13-inch baking pan with foil and place the pork in the pan. In a small bowl, 
combine the chili powder, salt, and cayenne. Rub the 
mixture over all sides of the meat, pressing it to adhere (if the meat is tied 
together with twine or netting, just rub the seasoning right over it). Set aside. In a large 
skillet over medium-high heat, warm the oil.  Add the pork and brown on all sides, 6 to 
8 minutes. Transfer the meat to a slow cooker. Add the broth to the skillet, scraping up 
any browned bits. Add the broth to the slow cooker, cover, and cook until the pork is very 
tender, 6 to 8 hours on low or 4 to 5 hours on high. Transfer the meat to a cutting board 
and let rest 10 to 15 minutes. Use two forks to shred meat into bite-sized pieces. Moisten/
season with cooking juices to taste.

2 pounds boneless country style pork ribs
2 cups apple cider vinegar
1 cup water (cold)
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 tablespoons molasses
1/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1 tablespoon kosher salt
1 1/2 teaspoons crushed red pepper
1/2 teaspoon cayenne

Place ribs in a large bowl or resealable plastic bag, set aside. In 4-cup glass measure, stir together 
vinegar, water, oil, molasses, salt, red pepper flakes and cayenne pepper until salt is dissolved. Remove 1/2 cup 
marinade; set aside. Add remaining marinade to ribs; seal bag and marinate for 4 - 6 hours in the refrigerator. Remove 
ribs from marinade; discard marinade.
Prepare medium-hot fire; grill ribs over indirect heat for 50 to 60 minutes or until pork is tender and the internal 
temperature reaches 160º F. Baste ribs twice with reserved sauce mixture during last 15 minutes of grilling.
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Essentials of Business Succession Planning
By: Jim Marzolf
Vice President
Pipestone Business

Through good times and bad in agriculture, farmers generally cherish the idea of passing their family farm on 
to the next generation. The farm community’s practice is to celebrate and even commemorate the moment 
the family farm reaches the century mark. However, according to the PWC 2016 US Family Business Survey, 
only slightly over half of family businesses planning to transition their business from 2016 to 2021 actually 
intended to keep it in the family.  It’s a staggering statistic that underscores how important transitioning the 
farm from one generation to the next is compared to non-farm family businesses.  With this in mind, we 
thought it would be worthwhile to take a moment to discuss business succession planning and highlight the 
essential elements of a successful farm business succession event.

As retirement comes into view for business owners, they should begin to consider their exit 
strategy. Generally, the senior generation has the following exit options. 

1. Transition the farm to a family member(s) to own and operate
2. Transition the farm to a family member(s) to own and an outside professional 

to operate
3. Transition the farm to a non-family member to own and operate
4. Liquidate farm assets 

Due to the moderate size and scale of most family farms, it is fairly uncommon to attract outside professionals 
to operate the family farm business. Nearly all family farm owners see their succession opportunities as 
options 1 or 3 above.  Absent an individual interested in continuing the farm operation, liquidation of the 
assets (not the operations) captures the least value and is likely the last resort.

Business succession is a process.  The farm’s senior generation has spent a lifetime building the business’s 
assets and operations.  Instead of relying on traditional tax deferred retirement plans, the senior generation 
farmer has typically invested the profits of the farm back into the farm business.  In most cases, they are 
counting on the revenue from the farm or the farm assets to be their retirement vehicle.  

As a result, the retiring generation commonly approaches their succession event by 
transitioning the following business elements in the following order: 

1. Management – responsibility for managing day-to-day business operations 
and making operational decisions

2. Leadership – responsibility for setting business’ strategic direction and making 
strategic decisions

3. Ownership – ownership and control of business assets

The chronology of this list is important.  The next generation can prove its resolve to successfully operate 
the family business with the reward being the transition of assets.  As the senior generation becomes more 
comfortable that their assets and business are safe and in good hands and that their retirement vehicle (the 
farm) is at limited risk under new management and leadership, they are willing to transition farm ownership. 
There are basic and creative ways to transition asset ownership to accomplish a tax efficient transition.  It is 
important to assemble a transition team to identify the strategy that will work best for you. 
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• Profit and Assets - The farm business should be profitable and employ 
business assets that are relevant to today’s industry.  Without either of 
these attributes in play, the next generation should question why they are 
interested in investing in the family farm business.

• Cash Flow – The regular cash flow created from the business’ operating 
activities should at a minimum be adequate to operate the business, 
invest in new assets, service the debt obligations and owner draws.  Unless 
the senior generation is willing to gift ownership, the business needs to 
be scaled ahead of time to satisfy the owner draw requirements of both 
generations.

• Common Vision - A common business purpose and goals should be 
shared by the incoming and outgoing generations minimally during the 
timeline of the succession event.  A successful business has value when 
the stakeholders in the business are aligned and the business of business 
is clear.  When not aligned, stakeholders (especially the lender) tend to 
become uneasy.

• Communication - Communication within a business can be the glue 
that holds it together.  Clear, regular and transparent communication 
lends itself to effective business operations.  It is also important that 
communication exists between all stakeholders.  For example, a lack of 
communication with lenders or non-farm children may impact the farm’s 
future access to capital for growth.

• Decision Support – With the availability of information and the power of 
technology, the next generation is often very data driven and comfortable 
making decisions based on information. Conversely, the retiring 
generation is comfortable making complex decisions based on gut instinct 
supported by years of experience. Improving financial and managerial 
systems to provide valuable information could be a critical factor to the 
next generation making the right decisions in your absence.

Eligible Business

Willing Predecessor
• Timing - When the time is right to exit the business, the senior generation 

will begin to make their move to exit.  Until then, it is very difficult to make 
progress toward business succession.

• First Steps - As mentioned earlier, the senior generation’s willingness to 
transition will happen in stages.  They will start with handing over the reins 
to day-to-day management.  When management has been successfully 
transitioned, assuming the leadership role and an opportunity to own the 
assets will follow as the retiree’s confidence builds.

An effective farm business succession event should include 6 essential elements.
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Qualified Successor

• Family Acceptance - Successful successors often have the trust and 
respect of the family prior to the succession event.  They may also have 
close and durable relationships with their parents and siblings.  These 
attributes prove to be important as the senior generation gains confidence 
that their successor can take control of the business and manage the family 
dynamics that almost always exist.

• Traits - The personal traits of the successful successor include descriptive 
words like motivated, creative, decisive, strategic, operational, 
independent, confident and aggressive.  As the successor progresses 
from management to leadership, it takes a unique combination of these 
attributes to be seen as the leader empowered to drive the team toward 
the business’ vision.

• Competencies - Qualified successors usually leave the farm to gain 
knowledge through formal education and outside work experience.  While 
away, they develop valuable skills, experiences and a record of success that 
should be transferable to the farm.

Determined Facilitator
• Accountable - Without a facilitator, business succession planning 

frequently becomes a one-time event instead of a dynamic process. The 
facilitator role is focused on outcomes and results that builds consensus 
among stakeholders. They also advocate for the business on an impartial 
and objective basis as well as holds stakeholders accountable throughout 
the process.

• Advocate - Successful facilitators are skilled communicators, active 
listeners and diligent schedule keepers.  They are direct and tactful 
while remaining unbiased and objective.  They listen for the words being 
suppressed and confirm a common understanding to create clarity for the 
family.  They will bring an inclusive approach that allows even the quiet 
voices to be heard in the process.

Experienced Technical Team
• Techniques - Once ownership transition becomes possible in a succession 

event, the techniques to execute significant financial transactions requires 
the sophistication and experience of a technical team.

• Team - The team should include an attorney, accountant, lender and other 
trusted advisors who understand the business.  This team should provide 
advise on proper legal structure and tax strategies to efficiently preserve 
and transition the financial resources.

Realistic Timeline
• Beginning - First and foremost, the clock starts on the timeline when the 

predecessor is ready to begin planning the exit.  If the senior generation 
waits too long to start the clock, they risk the next generation losing 
interest and pursuing other opportunities.  

• Pace - The succession timeline is also limited by the successor’s capacity 
to take over the farm’s management, leadership and ownership. Cautious 
predecessors will only proceed when their next generation is ready. The 
timeline is not a one size fits all!

• Ending - Depending on the size and complexity of the organizational and 
financial structure of the farm business, succession could take as much as 
10 years to complete.  Be diligent and patient as you follow the process.

Like many life events, most will only participate in a succession event twice; once on the way in and once 
on the way out.  Unfortunately, both perspective and time will cloud the clarity realized from previous 
experiences.  It is important to honor the difficulty of business succession with proper planning and careful 
consideration.
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Since 2009, Pipestone Research has been committed to providing industry-leading, relevant information on 
swine health, genetics, nutrition, production and sustainability. Pipestone Applied Research (PAR) focuses on 
relevant research under controlled conditions, working collaboratively with each project sponsor, to develop 
practical solutions to relevant problems.

Below is a research team member who works hard every day to advance innovation through science.

R E S E A R C H
PIPESTONE RESEARCH

Karyn Havas, DVM, PhD, MS, Dipl. ACVPM
Transboundary Animal Disease Research Consultant 
Pipestone Research 

Dr. Karyn Havas, an expert on all thing’s transboundary diseases, is a crucial member of the 
PIPESTONE Research team, serving as a Transboundary Animal Disease Research Consultant. 
Splitting her time 50/50 with Cornell University and PIPESTONE, Dr. Havas strives to keep 
an industry and academia connection, helping her to continue her on-going research that 
primarily focuses on African swine fever diagnostic, surveillance, and epidemiology. 

Dr. Havas received her D.V.M in 2005 from Cornell University, her PhD in epidemiology in 2011 from Colorado State 
University, and her master’s in applied economics from Purdue University in 2018. Today, she is a board-certified 
Diplomat in the American College of Veterinary Preventative Medicine with a specialty designation in epidemiology. 

Dr. Havas was a US Army Veterinary Corps Officer until she retired from the service in August 2014. She then served 
as the Diagnostic Services Section Head for the USDA Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory at the Plum 
Island Animal Disease Center. Following that experience, she was a Section Chief of Infectious Disease Epidemiology 
and a founding faculty member of the Cornell Master of Public Health Program, where she continued to work on 
transboundary swine diseases as well as swine brucellosis. 

“As producers, my advice to you is to allow yourself to be agile and respond to changes in the industry,” Dr. Havas 
said. “I encourage you to adapt to the environment around you. It is a privilege to work for you. I am continuously 
impressed by the industry.”
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As the epidemic of African Swine Fever (ASF) spreads throughout China, it raises animal welfare and 
economic issues for the swine industry in China and the United States. 

Classified as a foreign animal disease, ASF in the United States would immediately stop the export 
of pork products, costing the United States economy $16.5 billion dollars in the first year. 

In recent studies, African Swine Fever Virus (ASFV) has been detected in livestock feed ingredients 
in China, Ukraine and Russia and the virus can transfer to pigs following consumption of the 
contaminated feed. It is also documented the virus can survive for at least 30 days in ingredients 
imported from China. Due to the approximately 2 million metric tons of agricultural products the 
United States imports from China annually, there is no guarantee the virus will remain out of the 
United States. 

Responsible Imports
Controlled environment | Prevented risk
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How do we stop it? 
Using a science-based approach, we can develop import requirements and complete audits to 
safely introduce products from countries of high concern. Plant and warehouse auditing needs to be 
completed to ensure safe quality pork. 

Pipestone responsible imports has been advocated across the swine industry and is utilizing the 
following factors when considering whether to import essential feed ingredients: 

The risks associated with imported feed ingredients are not a swine-specific concern. Besides the 
adaption against ASFV in US pork production, Canada and Australia have developed a similar 
principle through a National Program. 

To meet the challenge of stopping the entrance of ASFV into the United States, we must work 
together to ensure the safety of essential feed ingredients are imported. PIPESTONE is working with 
SAM Nutrition to pioneer the safe entrance of vitamins, trace minerals and amino acids from China to 
the USA. 

For more information on Pipestone Responsible 
Imports, please reach out to any of the following 

individuals: 

Scott Dee, DVM, MS, PhD, Dipl. ACVM
Director of Research, Pipestone Research
scott.dee@pipestone.com

Roger Cochrane, PhD
Feed Mill Director, Pipestone Nutrition
roger.cochrane@pipestone.com

Arkin Wu, PhD  
Nutrition Coordinator, Pipestone Nutrition
arkin.wu@pipestone.com

To read more about Pipestone 
Responsible Imports, please 

read the following: 

Risks to animal health associated with 
imported feed ingredients. Gilbert 
Patterson, Megan Niederwerder, Scott 
Dee. Published April 1, 2019. JAVMA 
volume 254 No. 7

Article available at: www.pipestone.com/
research/publications/

Necessity
Is it necessary to transport? 

Alternatives
Can the ingredient be obtained from a country 
free of disease? 

Virus
Which virus is causing the concern? 

Viral half-life
Is there published information on the half-life 
of the virus in the designated ingredient? 

Transport Time
What is the projected time for delivery of the 
ingredient from the source to its destination? 

Viral Load
Are there safe products that can be added to the 
ingredient to reduce viral load during transport? 

Storage Period
Is there published information on storage time 
and temperature that will eliminate residual virus 
from the ingredient prior to use? 
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New brands of heat mats and technology are available today! After a long 
side by side study, we were able to evaluate performance and energy 
saving for this technology. In addition, we find time power washing is 
considerably reduced compared to current heat lamp equipment that 
requires high operation labor.

Heat Mats

Infra-Red Heat Lamp and Bulbs

The BTB-Farming 100 Infra-Red Heat lamp provides more 
efficient and directed heating ability. The infra-red bulb heat 

lamps come in 9’ and 12’ cord options. 

BTB Heat Lamp with Plug SKU: 10087 & 10086
Heat Lamp - Hard Wired SKU: 1008 & 10089
BTB Heat Bulb - 100L  SKU: 10177

Sustainable Products

Heat mats are a made to order item. 
Please call 507-562-PIGS (7447) for more information. 

Sustainability Factors
Reduces Waste Labor Savings Energy Savings

Sustainability Factors
Reduces Waste Energy Savings

Reduced number 
of bulbs replaced, 
resulting in less 
landfill waste from 
bulbs. 

Power washing 
is considerably 
reduced in time, 
resulting in a labor 
savings. 

This new technology 
is saving energy by 
lowering energy use for 
heat mats in comparison 
to heat lamps. 

The ultra durable bulb is more resistant to breakage and 
is water tolerant, reducing the need for replacement. 
Switching to BTB bulbs resulted in a 90% reduction in 
bulb replacement. In a 5,000 sow herd, thats 2,250 bulbs 
saved per year, resulting in a $12,000 financial savings. 

BTB bulbs are more 
energy efficient than 
traditional bulbs. 

- Dr. Gustavo Pizarro, Director of Technical Services, Pipestone Management
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Just as farmers exercise sustainability practices every day, 
Pipestone Veterinary Services continually strives to do less 
with more and lower our overall carbon footprint for the 
products and services we impact.  Areas we are focusing on 
and goals we have set:

PIPESTONE Logistics Focus on Sustainability

How we are improving, and impact made: 

Goal: Improve fuel efficiency for 
PVS deliveries 

Target: 20% reduction by 2022

Goal: Reduce paper use

Target: 40% reduction by 2022

Goal: 
Reduce packaging materialTarget:

70% by 2022

100%

20%

40%

• We are re-purposing and reusing packaging material we receive 
from product manufacturers in an effort to reduce waste.

• We replaced standard Styrofoam coolers with a bio-degradable, 
dissolvable version. This change has allowed us to divert 
22,291,848 cubic inches of Styrofoam from the landfill or the 
length of 6,192 football fields!

• We are conducting strategic delivery reviews to maximize the 
space on delivery vehicles and reduce fuel use all while adhering 
to strict biosecure requirements set by our veterinarians and 
customers.

• In collaboration with our local grocery store, our shrink wrap is 
now being re-purposed to make plastic benches for parks and 
public areas, diverting 50 Pounds per week from the local 
landfill. That’s the length of 12,808 school buses per year!

We continue to look for ways to be 
better and hit our goals.  Items we 
will begin implementing in 2021:

• Bio-Degradable shrink wrap for all 
outgoing pallet shipments.

• Bio-Degradable Tape for all out-
going package shipments.

• Paperless warehouse functions for 
order fulfillment.

6,192 fields

12,808 buses

Future Goals: Progress

By: Lance Johnson
Fulfillment Manager
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One-Stop Shop for all you need!
Pipestone Veterinary Services is a...

As a customer of Pipestone Veterinary Services, you have access to a wide range of swine 
health products and supplies, including everything needed to run your operation. Inventory 
is stored in our bio-secure warehouse, assuring you of a consistent supply.

Available items include products in the following categories: 

• Antibiotics and Medications
• Barn Supplies
• Employee Supplies
• Equipment
• Parasite and Pest Control
• Products for Farrowing and Breeding
• Swine Ear Tags, Marking and Identification Products
• Swine Vaccines
• Vitamins and Electrolytes

Easily order your animal health products online at www.pipestone.com or by 
calling our Swine Resource Team at 507.562.PIGS (7447).

Follow along with Dr. Cara Haden as she talks about how pig farmers and 
veterinarians are responsible users of antibiotics! 

www.pipestone.com

Facebook

Tik Tok

Instagram
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Independence Swine Team 
Meet the

Dr. Cara Haden

Dr. Bryan Myers

Lynne Schnepf

Swine Veterinarian

Swine Specialist 

Swine Veterinarian

Dr. Cameron Schmitt
Swine Veterinarian

Pipestone Veterinary Services of Independence

405 20th Avenue SW
Independence, IA 50644

Our direct swine number: 507.825.7120

Pipestone Veterinary Services has six locations: Independence, IA, Orange City, IA, Ottumwa, IA, 
Pipestone, MN, Rensselaer, IN & Sycamore, IL. In this issue, we are featuring our Independence location! 

Veterinarians based in Independence (from left): Dr. Bryan Myers, Dr. Cara Haden, Dr. Cameron Schmitt

Olivia Kresser

Gabryelle Gilliam

Bill Steenstra

Account Manager 

Production Manager

Account Manager

Kendra Kehrli
Information Supervisor 

Nick Enfield

Hannah Jasper

Morgan Busack

Production Consultant

Production Consultant

Production Consultant

Nick Fitzgerald
Director of Grow Finish Operations

Andrew Niedert
Supply Chain Analyst

Steve Kruse
Regional Production Director

Jeff Kinney
Production Supervisor

Joe Pettit
Maintenance Lead
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Safety
The safe way, the only way!

Animal Handling

Through our training, use of appropriate tools and 
tracking information, we continue to shape and 
develop a welfare program that provides sustainability 
for our farms into the future.  It will help us sustain the 
tools that we use to care for our animals.  And it will 
sustain the trust that consumers have in our caretakers 
& farms.

To read more from Dr. Carissa Odland’s article on 
Animal Welfare, view pages 8-9. 

Animal Grabber
Secure small animals 
without hurting them 
with this strong, yet 
light- weight grabber. 

Rattle Paddle
Designed for sorting 
livestock more efficiently, 
the rattle paddle is 
made with durable, 
high-density materials.

Sorting Paddles
Sorting Paddles are 
designed for use in 
sorting livestock. The 
colorful head works to 
create a visual barrier for 
livestock. 

Rattle Cup
This animal friendly rattle 
cup has a large handle, 
making it easy to use 
for sorting, moving, and 
loading livestock. 

To purchase safety products or to learn more, visit 
www.pipestone.com or call our Swine Resource 
Team at 507-562-PIGS(7447) today!
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Protection

Sort Panel
This sturdy, yet light-
weight sort panel should 
be used to protect 
yourself when sorting 
pigs. 

Sharps Container
Safely dispose of all 
needles with this heavy-
duty plastic container. 
The lid securely closes 
when the container is 
full. 

Hydrogen Sulfide Gas 
Detector
Equipped with alarms that 
activate bright red flashing 
lights, a loud audible alarm, 
and a vibration system to 
detect Hydrogen Sulfide gas in 
harsh environments. 

Carbon Monoxide 
Alarm
Provide reliable 
protection against 
dangers of carbon 
monoxide with this 
small and sleek 
designed alarm. 

Safety Glasses
Protect your eyes with 
safety glasses. Wearing 
safety eye-wear can have 
a significant impact on 
overall, long-term eye 
health. 

Ear Plugs
Protect your ears from 
loud noise, dirt and dust 
particles with this these 
cordless ear plugs. 

Dust Mask
Select from a variety 
of dust and face mask 
options to utilize in 
hot, humid and dusty 
environments. 

Knee Pad
Knee pads allows grip 
while kneeling to prevent 
slippage. The patented 
pressure-dispersing cover 
redirects pressure away 
from the knee cap. 

Eye Wash Station
Eyewash stations are 
a necessary backup to 
minimize the effects of 
accident exposure to 
chemicals. 

Eyewash Solution
Eyewash solution can 
bring relief from air 
pollution and can get rid 
of small objects in your 
eye to ease irritation. 

First Aid Kit
Containing more than 
24 first aid items, this 
first aid kit is almost an 
emergency room in a 
bag. Be prepared for any 
injury today!

Cut Resistant Gloves
Protect your hands from 
sharp tools and other 
objects that may puncture 
the skin. 
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Spring is coming...
Keep rodents and flies out! 

Rodent 
Control

FastDraw Soft Bait 
Maximum attraction to get 
infections under control. 

Hombre Mini Blocks
Kill all kinds of rats and mice 
with this all-weather bait. 

Jaguar Bait Chunx
Control rats on multiple 
gnawing edges. 

Rampage Chunx
Kill anti-coagulant resistant rodents 
with this powerful bait, killing five 

times faster than other baits in only 
one or two days. 

Tomcat Bait Chunx
Proven control of high rodent 

populations and severe infestations. 

Hawk Bait Chunx
Kill anti-coagulant rodenticide in a 

single night of feeding. 
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Spring is coming...
Keep rodents and flies out! 

Jaguar Bait Chunx

KILL 
PESTS. 

Fly Bomb Clear Zone

Effective pest control 
aresol providing 
immediate kill of over 
20 pests and prevention 
of new adults from 
formation of eggs or 
larvae. 

Quickstrike

This fly strip lures flies with 
a powerful attractant Z-9 
tricosene and kills them 
quickly with Dinotefuran. 
Kills flies in seconds for up 
to 8 weeks!

KILL 
DISEASES. 

Q mist Fly Spray

Q mist metered fly 
spray refill by Country 
Vet is an effective way 
to keep flies out of 
your barn. 

Neporex Fly Larve Control
Control fly larvae with this granular 
formulation larvicide, suitable 

for scattering, 
dissolving and 
pouring or 
spraying. 

Golden Marlin

Containing Muscamone® 
Fly Attractant, Golden marlin 
encourages both male and female 

flies to remain 
in the treated 
area, thus 
feeding on the 
bait.

Tempo SC Ultra 
Kills more than 60 pests, 
including flies, ants, spiders, 

darling beetles, 
mosquitoes, 
fleas, ticks and 
more with this 
pest control 
concentrate. 

Quickbayt
Control the nuisance 
of flies in and around 
livestock facilities with 
this ready-to-use dry 
scatter bait controls for 
up to 6 weeks indoors 
and up to 2 weeks 
outdoors. 

Agita 10 WG
Agita 10 WG reduces housefly populations in and 
around the outside perimeter of animal housing. 

“Agita insecticide has proven to be very 
effective for fly control and pest management. 
I use it often at my sites, it is simple to use and 
provides fast results. I highly recommend it.” 

- Andrew Radke, Research Site Manager

To learn more, visit www.pipestone.com or call our Swine Resource Team at 507-562-PIGS(7447) today!
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PHOTO CONTESTPHOTO CONTEST

A picture is worth a thousand words. On this page, we 
highlight farmer stories through special moments and sights 
on the farm. Please email your best photos to abby.hopp@
pipestone.com or on Facebook messenger at Pipestone - 
Helping Farmers. Top photos voted on Facebook will be 
placed in the next issue of the PIPESTONE Journal. 

$165,110.08
Total 2020

Donations

23
FFA/4H

Programs

50
First

Responders

32
Youth/School

Activities

10
Hunger Relief 

Programs

As a core value of our company, CARING in 
the communities we touch is an important 
part of PIPESTONE Culture.  With the help 
of farm managers, supervisors, relationship 
holders and some shareholders, we placed 
over $165,000 in local communities. In spite 
of the adversity 2020 has brought to farmers 
and small communities, our farm has been 
blessed with great people, leaders and the 
ability to give back.  

SWINE SNAPSHOTSWINE SNAPSHOT
Pipestone Cares

Reece Lamplot Lydia Wieme

Joe Kortenkamp Leah Schuett

Amanda Sue 
Turnmire-Drew Allie Kayser
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Focused on Helping Farmers...

The new PIPESTONE red represents the color of the PIPESTONE stone where our company was 
founded. The 5 stones represent our 5 core values: Integrity, Caring, Commitment, Growth, and 
Teamwork. The upward arrow shape represents our mission to move farmers forward and to 
the farms of tomorrow. Finally, the new logo also highlights our passion and mission – Helping 
Farmers.

Since founded as a veterinary clinic in 1942, PIPESTONE has grown to meet the evolving needs 
of a pig business.  Today, this includes providing resources and expertise in the areas of Health, 
Management, Nutrition, Marketing, Research, and Business.  

We’re excited to announce a new look and logo here at PIPESTONE!

One common misconception we are faced with is that PIPESTONE 
owns the pigs and farms commonly known as the Pipestone 
System.  In reality, Pipestone System is an idea.  An idea that 
represents the coordinated network of farmers PIPESTONE serves.  
To clarify this, we will be renaming to Pipestone Management.  

Our Big Stone Marketing Division will also be getting a 
new look to match our other brands.

Although we have a new look, we remain focused on our mission of Helping Farmers Today 
Create the Farms of Tomorrow.  Thank you for allowing us to serve you.  
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Did you know that here at PIPESTONE we publish a monthly 
swine-focused e-newsletter, containing expert advice, research 
and information in health, management, business, marketing 
and nutrition? Upholding our mission, Helping Farmers of Today 
Create the Farms of Tomorrow, we work to provide timely, 
accurate and top notch information sent directly to your inbox 
each month. Sign up on our website: www.pipestone.com. 

Connect with PIPESTONE
A successful pig business operates at its highest profitability when health, management, nutrition, 
marketing, research, and business are working together correctly. The challenges and speed of business that 
independent producers face today are different than the generations before them.

It’s our passion for animal care and drive to create the farms of tomorrow has led us to create new service 
offerings throughout the years for pork producers.

What started as a small town veterinary clinic in 1942, is now the largest swine veterinary clinic in the United 
States. The world-class sow management company, Pipestone Management, was formed in 1990 and today 
proudly manages over 70 sow farms for 450 family farmers across the Midwest. Production-driven research, 
nutrition, record keeping, and marketing services were all molded to support the independent family farmer 
and our mission of Helping Farmers Today Create the Farms of Tomorrow.

Today, PIPESTONE is proudly helping over 1,500 pig farmers by providing resources and expertise in health, 
management, nutrition, marketing, research and business. 

Listen in: SwineTime Podcast

Read: Swine News e-newsletter

The SwineTime podcast is a monthly podcast created for 
the pork industry and individual pork producers around the 
country. The podcast provides world-renowned resources and 
expertise on Swine health, management, nutrition, marketing, 
research, business and more.  Hosted by Dr. Spencer Wayne with 
Pipestone Veterinary Services, the podcast contains pork industry 
news, advancements in animal care and how to enhance your 
productivity.  New podcasts are released monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday.
SUBSCRIBE TO SWINETIME ON YOUR FAVORITE LISTENING PLATFORM: 
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Connect with PIPESTONE

Follow us: Social Media

Meet with us: Our Locations

What is PART?
Antibiotic Resistance is a growing topic of concern among us all. We 
recognize that human health and animal health must work together 
understand and combat. PART provides livestock farmers a web-based tool 
to do their PART in the fight against Antibiotic Resistance by exhibiting 
and monitoring responsible antibiotic use in accordance with their 
veterinarian. PART allows producers to Record, Review, and Respond for 
the Responsible Use of Antibiotics.

Learn more: 
Go online at 

pipestone.com/part/

pipestone.com
 
Pipestone Discovery 

Pipestone - Helping 
Farmers

Pipestone_pigs

PIPESTONE - Helping 
Farmers

In an effort to best reach you, 
PIPESTONE is available in six 
locations across the Midwest. 
While our headquarters remain 
in Pipestone, Minnesota, team 
members are available to assist 
you in Independence, Iowa; 
Orange City, Iowa; Ottumwa, 
Iowa; Sycamore, Illinois; and 
Rensselaer, Indiana. 
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1300 So Hwy 75
Pipestone, MN 56164

is S U S TA I N A B L E

PIGS

PEOPLE PLANET


